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I. A Letter from Mr Ralph Thoresby, F. %{. S 
X>r Hans Sloane 3 % S. Seer, concerning Jome Ro- 
man Infcriptions found at York, proving that the 
Kinth Legion fome time rejided there. 
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Y your very kind Letter I perceive how much 1 an 

obliged to the Society for Co candid a reception of 

my poor Endeavours, which encourages me to traafmit 
two Roman Infcriptions found at York* one very lately,, 
the other feveral years ago, but no where yet taken no- 
tice of, tho it hath this very remarkable, That it is an 
undeniable Argument that the Ninth Legion was not on* 
ly in Britain, which is rarely taken notice of, but ihu 
it refided at York 5 which was heretofore unknown* It 
is a Funeral Monument, whereupon, under the Statue (in- 
Bajfe^relkve) of the Standard-bearer of the 9th Legion, is< 
this fnfeription, 
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This Monument was found in Trinity-yard in Mickft- 
gate at York and was happily refcue'd by my Honoured 
Friend Dr Bryan Fairfax , irom the brutith Workman, 
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who had broke it in the middle, and were going to make 
ufe of it for two Through*, as, they call them> in the 
Wall-, but by that worthy Gentlemans diredion it was 
placed upright, with the Infcription outwards. That: 
this 9th Legion was in Britain in Gdb£% time, and that 
it was alfo Hifpanienjts, appears from the very Learned 
Sir Henry Saviles Notes at the end of his Edition of 
Tacitus * r but that it, as well as the Vfth and the KXrh, 
was alfo called Vi&rix, or that it refided SLVTork, has nor 
been obferved before 5 and yet both are evident from 
this Infcription upon a Roman Brick found there. 
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This is alfo an Argument of the Peace theiV Parte- en- 
joyed at that time, (poffibly the lattet end of Severm's 
Reign,) making Bricks, rafting up Highways, &c being 
the ufual employment bi % Souldiers at fuch vacancies. 
The former Infcription as -now removed to the Gardens 
of Sir John Goodrkks at Ribjlon j the latter is in my pof- 
ieffion. 

Sir Hen. Savile was of opinion that this Nona Hifpa- 
nhnfis in Britannia was one of thofe eftablifhed by Tibe- 
rius, Cains, or Claudiuses peradventure in the la er times 
of Augnfius j but however that it was certainly here in 
Nerds Reign, and that .P&tus Cerealis was then Lieutenant 
thereof is indifputably evident from Tacitus, ( lib. 14. 
tap. 10. ) who gives a lamentable account of the (laugh- 
ter of feventy thoufand Citizens and Confederates, „ by 
the enraged Boudicea, in which number wjs all the Foot 
of this ninth Legion : Cerealis with the Horfe hardly 
efcaping, I fuppofe it needlefs to add, that this Number 
is frequently by the Roman* writ VIII as well as IX ; fcr 
one that is but competently vers'd in their Co ; s or la- 
fcriptions, cannot but hive obferved instances of both 
Hnds ; however, to prevent all miftakes, ( it being near 
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ten years linee I faw this Monument) the Learned and 
Ingenious Roger Gale, Efq$ was fo kind as to fend me a 
new Tranfcript $ and I have by me alfo a third, lately 
taken by a grave Divine 5 all which agree that it is the 
IXth Legion, which is alfo confirmed by the other In- 
fcription upon the Brick, which was but lately found* I 
thai! only add what an Ingenious Gentleman of Oxford 
writes, -bccaufe it relates to an Author I have not the op- 
portuni-ty to con'fult here, but is poffibly in your Curious 
Library. " I am mightily pleafed with the Infcriptions 
** you fent me relating to the 9th Legion, there being 
" now no room to doubt about the place of Refidence, a 
" thing which was unknown beforehand for that reafon, 
u thofe who have written about the Roman Legions have 
w faid nothing about this, but leave us quite in the dark 5 
* c only Vrfatus [in his Book de Notk Rom.*] does remark, 
" that it muft be fomewhere in Britain btcaufe Tacitus 
" tells us* that when the Colony at Camalodunum \v»s de* 
" ftroyed by Baadicia, P<£tilwsCercalk, Legate o.i the IX f h 
" Legion, came to their afliitance $ but yet he makes no 
*•• mention of its being (tiled Vitifnx. This 1 received 
from Mr Tho. Heame, of Edmund Halt, from whum is ex- 
jjefted a curious Edition of Livy. 

Tour Moji Obliged and Obedknt Servant, 

Ralph Tnoresby*. 
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